
You may have heard by now that American Apparel is interested in moving 
into 988 Valencia St. Some people love the idea, and some people don’t. 
We’re writing this because we’d like the residents of the area to have a 
chance to learn a bit about our company before they make their decision. 
What we hope you’ll find is that American Apparel is a different kind of 
company. We’re asking that you give it a moment to see if we’re a good fit 
for the space. Because at the end of the day if the community doesn’t 
want us there, we have no intention of forcing our way in.

Our first store was in Echo Park, a small artsy district of Los Angeles, 
which is a lot like Mission. Since we opened the store in 2003, the 
neighborhood has flourished with new independent businesses. The City 
pays closer attention to the area, keeping it cleaner and safer than it ever 
was before without denting its original charm and flavor. Our store is a 
permanent fixture in the community now, just as much as Burrito King 
and the infamous tranny hairdressers are. Not every location is like Echo 
Park or Valencia St., but for the ones that are, we’re perfectionists about 
getting it right. So, as it happened when we chose to open in Echo Park 
nearly six years ago, we hope to become part of the Valencia St. 
landscape as well.

American Apparel is committed to the community, to ethics, and to 
leveraging art, design and technology to be the best we can be. We also 
pay our employees fairly, provide medical benefits, and frequently speak 
out on political issues that are important to us. For that reason, we 
respect the fact that your community activists are unsure about us 
moving into the neighborhood. We don’t like the mall-ification of America 
any more than you. Nobody wants a Wal-Mart opened next to their house. 
But that has never been what American Apparel is about. When we design 
our stores, we don’t do it with a formula. Every store is designed around 
the neighborhood it belongs to. Every garment of clothing we sell was 
designed and crafted in downtown Los Angeles in our sweatshop-free 
factory. To that point, we’re also one of the few remaining apparel 
manufacturers completely based in California. We recently went public so 
thousands of our employees could become shareholders, and so we could 
continue to improve our business model.

Bottom line, aside from bringing more jobs and customers, we truly think 
we can bring a positive element to the neighborhood. At the very least, it 
will be a local spot for you to get really good basics, and you can’t argue 
with that. 

If anyone wants information about our plans for the space or more 
reading on American Apparel you can call Ryan at our factory at 
(213) 488-0226 ext. 1676, or stop by our stores on Haight St., Union St. or 
Union Sq. and they’ll tell you what American Apparel stands for. You can 
also email us at ryanh@americanapparel.net

Thanks for your time. 
American Apparel
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